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Teaching English 


FPWE ability to write good English, subject 
to the rules of grammar, is of paramount 
importance in education, and yet if there is 
any one subject in 
which the publi 
school pupils show 
a noticeable defi 
ciency,when meas 
ured by required 
standards, it isthat 
of English 
To properly con 
struct a sentence 
by combining the 


words in Ct 


ity with 


nform 


rule sisat 


best ifficult sub 
ye t teach, and 
the teacher should 
have every supple 
mentary aid that will help in this work. 


to the ise the 
it up in type. 


the boy take 
tion he 
Every word of that composition requires the 
deliberate selection of the different letters 


of which it is composed, and the separation 


COmposi- 
has written and set 


of words or clauses by punctuation points is 
dependent upon an intelligent knowledge of 
the structure of language. Nothing but pre- 
cision and accuracy is tolerated in the use of 
types; and when the job is done every mis 
spelled word, every proper name set in lower 
“ase and every misused word or omission of 
punctuation points stares him in the face, 
and his own ignorance stands revealed in 
black and white to his teacher 
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E SCHOOLS BEEN DISCRED- 
Y THE REVELATIONS OF 


THE WAR? 
Gg that I was about to publish a 
ication in which the Great War, 
v closed, was not taken as thé 
aartul a friend said to me one 
stance 
taking undue risks just now in 
0k on education that isn’t based 
rram of reeonstruction: Haven't all 
educational principles been disered 
get any readers if you do not 
failure thus far, and proceed t 
e of front, made imperative by 
3 
‘ yY f a well-know1 1 
n asking me for an artic] 
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y ne oTrner ti nes 
glad have 1 art 1 Ll som 
struction after the war, educational, 
il, as you may like. Here is t 
ittlefield of the future, and if the edu 
es do not redeem the mselves here, t 
that we shall become a greater 
k than we have ever been before 
if these statements I desire to 
on. To be sure, the war has 
. ; 
many lessons bearing upon edu- 


» sure, it has revealed shorteom- 


tations and weaknesses. But it 


amental 


educational failure t 


» that it has also made clear that 
een working along right lines. 
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en discredited. There is no far 
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serious shorteoming from which 
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gency. And nobly have they succeeded, as 


evidenced by the suecessful prosecution 0 


done to assist in bringing the war to its 


— ’ . } 
successtui Close, Irom the adoption or tne 


selective draft down through the manage 
ment of the training camps, the operation 
of the railroads, conservation of food and 
fuel, to the knitting of a pair of socks and 
he sale of a thrift stamp, what shall be 
said of the success or failure of our schools 
Every man, woman and child in this gigan- 
tie work, from President Wilson down to 
the colored bootblack who saved h Ss nl ‘kels 


to buy a stamp, or to the little girl who 


voluntarily went without her sugar, has 
been a produet of the schools. Through 
the instruction, the discipline and the train 
ing given in those schools, they beeame the 


men and women who could rise to the emer 
geney and do the things needed. And they 
did. 

No college or university or professional 
school ever taught Mr. Wilson how to be 
President of the United States during these 
troublous days; nor Mr. MeAdoo how to 
manage the railroads; or Mr. Pershing all 
about war; nor any local worker how to lead 
the Red Cross work, any more than the 
lower schools have taught the boys who 
went into the trenches how to use the gas 
mask and how to go without food; how to 
shoulder arms and how to march. But the 
schools all along the line did help to give 
them ideals, did train them in team-play ; 
did instil into them the prineiples of democ- 
racy and the love of country, so that when 
the need came they arose as one man to repel 
the foe. And the study of arithmetic, geog- 
raphy and grammar; of chemistry, physies 
and medicine ; of Latin, Greek, and history 
has, in each case, made its contribution to 
the preparation of home workers, soldiers, 
scientific experts, financial managers and 


Statesmen has helped to make 
dividual of initiative. 
Under the guidance of our edu 


leaders, following principles that 
worked out, the schools of the cou 
moving quietiv along, each oni 


OOO teachers doi 


of war as a possibility for us, a 
preparation for it had not been 
the slightest degree, a part ol 
of the schools. But when war, W 
horrors, was finally forced wpon u 
needed statesmen and scientists 


tary leaders to guide and dire 
at hand in the graduates of our 
universities—broadly trained m 
of assimilating, or learning, or 
ways gaining quickly, the sp 


efficiency needed in the particu 


assigned. And when we need 


they were at hand in the perso: 
of the schools, both common ar 
every nook and corner of the 
and men who merely n 
leadership, capable of at once 
line and quickly taking on the 
phase of their training. Coul 
asked our schools to « 
preme test had come, and it was 
in a manner gratifying to al! 
and the girls, the men and the w 
the farm, in the store, in the | 
workshop, in the schools and 
responded ‘‘Here am I. Show 
you want me to do, and I wil 
unto death.’’ It was done, and 
it. The schools had nobly de 
their efficiency. 

To be sure, all this was not d 
making mistakes. Not all tl! 
of all the schools were able 
occasion and to be depend d uy 
hour of need. When the gr 


searchlight was trained upon the | 
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of infinite 


and like wise hosts ot 


ent ones were dise yvered Som 


mental caliber, some weak in 


r, some lacking in physical stam 
ria} nere 18 to be seen tne only 
ire of our schools. Not every 
very girl, had been made as 


been desired. But 


our great numbers enough were 
even the stupendous work at 
do it well In spite of moral 
f instances of 
r » + . » Zz " 
far too many; and in 

+ 1 Oe a ] 
Vslcal handicaps, ais ressingiy 


United 


ith the quick 


| Sav, the 


This, 


d with the marvelous efficiency 


we mobilized all our resourees. 


sses of course re were—losses of 
‘ l days, sses OT Go ils Bu 
s said and done, the losses wer 
compared with the accomplish 
Credit to whom eredit is due! But 


unthinking men im 


se Losses 
SCNoOOLs., 


the 


iid have been trade schools, or 


1 
SCTIOOLS, 


any 


or military schools 
schools that they were not. And 
vy it was being demonstrated, we 
l, that the time formerly spent on 
| drawing, art and literature, al 
Latin, 


better 


history and 
How 
instead 
had 


(Practical. 


d geometry, 
much 
ot 


been 


been wasted! 


| have been if. thest 


Lie children riven 


1 


subjects’’! Save the 
Une 1s tempted here to go off on a 
nd diseuss the topic, ‘*What is 
Thus the criticism of the un 


} 


of the laymen who went off at 


is criticism was deepened and 
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meaica sery nurses 
engineers for val is 
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short p d of ns 
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wnt King < , " 
the iter eft nev « 
vained for us tl nlaud 
of the world was due to 
intensive tra ng l 
ntelligent enoug! | 
needed and just how 
t—men not hampered 
nonsense or grown s 
to diseriminate betwe 
nothingness and ! 
finity as ol mignt 


eommon eriticism 


former years of pat 


and accomplishme! 
foundation so 
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thus to respo d. 
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ehool was disereditec 


if a short-cut method analogous to 
so-called ** business eollece’’ a sh rt-cut 
method that could result only disaste! 


if applied without the appropriate prepara 


tion. 
Ilow long it does take people to realize 


that real education is a slow process! that 


I 
takes years and years and years of varied 
experiences for the processes of assimilatior 
and development to bring about the fins 


fruitage ot stable character 
And the 


‘an eriticize Washington just a little now 


without serious 


rovernment, too (L suppose w 


jail), must have had the same point of view 
in regard to the general management of 


education sinee, during the war, it did not 


entrust its edueational program into 
War Department 
and the Navy Department and the Treasury 
Department manage their respective 


of War actly es WI) 


phases 


vy was not the Depart 


ment of Edueation ealled on to direct the 
educational work Ilad it been, the S. A. 
l’. C. flaseo, as w s some other blunders 
would doubtless have been avoided Bu 
the thoug! yr was he laek of thou +? 
must have been that most anvbody outsid: 


of the teaching profession would 
better how to get eduecat 


any one from 


view is generally discernible in the election 
of boards of edueation in towns and « s 
throughout the country—any one is satis 


factorv save those who know definitely wl 
should 


house. 


} . 1 1 1 
. ‘ + 
he rong on ns ie OT ne SCT) 


this was To he expected | 


But 


Perhaps all 


I eonfess to surprise 


rather think so. 


when | find such eriticism being echoed 


from within—from men who should know 


better, as, for example, the two quoted at 


if this article. The explana- 


the beginning 


, one and all, in favor 
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thev 


suppose, Ss 


have become panicky and 


bearings. Perhaps they were suffer 


ild form of brain-storm, and 
porarily slipped back into the r 
unthinking. 

Let us analyze the situation and 
can discover just what the war d 


as to the shortcomings of our 


Let us then try to loecat 


system. 

sponsibility. 
One of the most serious of t} 

shortcomings thus revealed is 

of illiteracy—nearly eight 


ray ntave 


l understand, the 


riousness of such a situation ear 
be overestimated. It was serious 
of war—the inability of a sold 
orders, or to follow written dit 


to make written reports, especia 


takes into consideration the n 
of war service Just recently us 
] 4 “ry > 

iim His possibili ies of servie 


himself and all 


his companions 


eracy is even more serious 1n tim 


such individuals are 


for then 


diately under the directior 

- 4] 

omneers and nus revented Tt 
astrous res ) } ! ow? 


tions. Think, for a moment 
means in a democracy and for a 
to have one out of every ten (dis! 
children) of the 
of the government unable to read 
But when we add to this st 
mere illiteracy the 
centage of these illiterates ar 
birth or extraction and have ne\ 
either to speak or understand 
of their adopted country, the s 
seen to be even more serious 
itv, both in peace and war. Out 
have been too lax, it seems, 
that all children of foreign 


whether foreign or America! 

















language. In com 
s thickly settled by alien peoples 
ve too often allowed the schools to 
vernaculars of the 
a German school here, an Austrian 
there, and an [Italian sehool over 
and so on And it goes without 
that in sehools in which children 
tructed in alien tongues ’tis not the 
lat is ineuleated nor 
il deals that take root. No one 
hallenge the statement that here is a 

the exeeution of our edueationa! 


done that must be remedied at 


nother serious weakness as revealed 
mereiless hand of war is that of 
shortcoming. <A large number of 
re reje ‘ted for serviee and a still 
number accepted only for limited 
‘ause of phvsieal disability as 

medieal examinations. I have 
rures at hand, but ‘tis common 


ive that the situation is considered 


unsymmetrical develop 
nd many other defects were dis 
great numbers. Perhaps not} 
a rigid medical examination by a 
officer would ever have opened our 
the real situation. But this did 
lations came as a surprise to near) 
pt the edueational leaders of the 
They have known, all the time 
situation has been and, for a gen 
have been trying to combat it. 
the question is raised as to whether 
tects, or weaknesses, of Amer 
ication n both fields mentioned, 
as they have been seen to be for 
‘e not even a more serious menace 
oked upon from the point of view of 
ind therefore, even though the war 


en won, of such commanding impor 


is 


tinued atte! 


comings in tl working 
tional program t navy ir 
brought to the surfa 1 
davs or our wartat Bu 
not intended to b ita 
mentioned are fundan 
ing lllitera and phy 
Weakness along these 
very roots of nationa lif 
well-being And if. as a 
ad \ duals We it Vel 4 
our inherital These ¢ I 
died. But before trving 
edies, it W be well to loea 
Are our bas eduecationa 
sound, or merely our edu 
unsatisfa ry \r ! f 
ae cede , 

Have their heads | so 
( ds it tI ! St 
and his hom task ()r 
el iriy nd} pped ou Wis 
pu relatively uw nkit 
matters and always slo 
fields, has been ready 
in) ft “rth 7 Dn? se Ww 
com ys to he fou i? l} 
question 18 \ i l m tne 
situation seriou ndeed f 
mean at ur ps LOLS 
our wh philosophy of lif 
ment has been bu upol 
then, afte s al 
forces wou need to 
selves so as not to b .o 
stock than we have ever b 
f the weakness lies merely 
not vet having been able t 
ideals, then, though serious 


child s 


play, 


put ourselve 


take « 


‘ourage 
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that, but Ss! ild not need to start all « I matter ind a Vy a rent \ 
agall problem 1 IS almost new. hat is 
How shall we aceount for the illitera been only in relatively recent years 
revealed among both alien and native bor! has been recognized as such. Tr 
Not by faulty methods of teaching ean it several years some of the states most 
explain d, nor by anythir g else that teac affected, such as Massachusetts, New J 
ers have done or have not done. TIlliterates New York, Pennsylvania and others 
have not attended the schools. It is dur been wrestling with it, but not ver 
either to insufficient legislation or to has yet been attempted toward inti 
enforcement of laws, doubtless more th the compulsory featur And priv 
latter save in the ease of adult aliens. Cles philanthi p lustria 
Krom the ve ry beginning of our colonia polit eal and others have aiso ad 
life, early in the seventeentl tury, wi work. But all that had thus far 
versal education has been a part of both our had accomplished Litt nore 
educational and our governmental creeds. break of the war, than t ( 
4 program of compulsory education wa to the existence of a problem \ 
early found necessary, early adopted, and leisurely way we were going abou 
never abandoned. Beginning in Massael tion. But war came. The Eur 
setts and going south and west, following tions were aflame. We had many | 
considerably behind but then keeping a ans in our midst. Investigations wet 
most even pace with settlement and devel The universal draft was adop 
opment after statehood had com: vislation revelations were startling. It w 
has decreed that ev ry ch ld born into the eovered that in 1910 there we 
land or coming into it by mmigration shall United States 2,953,011 whit p 
enjoy the adval taves of eduecat on. at east foreign birth, ten years of ave 
to the extent of knowing how to read and unable to speak the English langu 
write the English language. Every state these 06,805 were from ten t 
in the Union has compulsory attendance of age, 330,994 between fifteen al 
laws upon its statute books. These laws one, and 2,065,212 twenty-o1 
are not as thoroughgoing as they should | Note the number, more than two 
in many Cases but vet, even as they are, t millions, twenty-one years of age 
enforeed, the \ should leave almost no illit men grown, fathers of families. 
eracy among people whose childhood has them—unable to speak the languagé 
been spent in this country. For the least adopted country! And of these 75> 
satisfactory laws—those of some of the were illiterate—unable to read 
southern states, Georgia, for example, r in any language 
quire school attendance for at least four Nothing short of legal requirem¢ 
months of each year between the ages of large scale, and rigidly enforeed, a 
eight and fourteen But illitera “Vv, evel free of cost to the immigrant, ca! 
among our own people, has been revealed move the menace. The law-mak 
too much of it. The laws have not been of the eountry, both state and fed 
enforced. There is the sore spot. Why act and act quickly or this grow1 
have they not been enforced? But of that will get beyond our control. 
later. And the long catalogue of phys 
+} Y) ~ 


The education of adult aliens is another feects—what shall be said of then 
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arged against the ‘‘educational from the gosp pu Lucat 
I the eountry ? Are tnev a dis press and In tI popular MacrAiZ ( ive n 


from which we must ‘‘redeem’’ our- the daily newspaper, in private conversation 


; so that we shall not become the and in publ C GISCUSSIO! n season and 
»} + LL’? + - + - +} 
wcghning StLOCK It is pertec L\ of season, thev have red une singly t 


that somebody has blundered be- aequaint the pub with the faets and 


whole sad list of defects is, speak urge preventive and remed vetion 


¢ 


diy, preventable and, for the most the unselfish worl thes lers 


so remediable. But where lies the cational thought and a ipplemented 

sibility upon the home, the school by the generous assistance of the medica 
\ Of course, primarily, upon thi profession, is du f 

hild comes from the home, goes day intelligence in regard to tf matter 

me, is a part of the home, is under Educators have been deeply nterested 

nediate control of the home. But thoroughly alive, and » rently rl 


homes, especially homes of alien How they have agitated the matter 
s, are not sufficiently intelligent to ventilation and better lig! 
trusted to them matters of such far houses! How thev have plead 
mportanee. And many others ical spection and appropriat med 


financially able to have proper at treatment of school childret How 


-hool does know. And it, or nurst How they have worked 


represents, is abundantly ab! playground and the gymnasium 


vy the child with physical defects Bu ‘ ao} rorn I ur 
red in trving to perform its scho ippea | have I} 
ws. too. how seriously the « stand in ab he same anomalous 
school is interfered with wl s does ft! nan nom 


many such in the room; and it the educational aetiy 
vs the handicap under which sue! e United States Commiss r 


CI dren face life when se 1) I I They may ratner Stat 


ver. And the school knows. ) ports al d suggest act . Rut t P . 


ntive and remediable natures of Though possessing 1 . 
defects. Possessing all this know] situation, though knowing just how to pt 
has it not acted? To make a_ ceed to usher in a better d 
story short, it has acted. To the ex permitted to take any action g 


ts authority and with all the i Of course they are not responsib! — 
ind power at its command it has deem’’ themselves? From wha pray 
is been acting for many years, and ‘‘Laughing stock’’? How ng, O 
‘ting. For more than a generatio! long, will our great army of teachers 
‘ational forces of the country have fourths of a m n s 
raged in a nation-wide educationa preciated, belittled and malig 
gn designed to make clear to th Who, then, is responsibl 
s of the country and to the voters of analysis there is but one answer—the pul! 
ntry the growing seriousness of th: tself. Sinee the community at large as 


n. On the lecture platform and well as the individual afflicted is 
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population. 


twor 


+ ® ] + 
Alli LIMLICLS, 


such 


hev needed to 
lighted. well ¢ uipped deerees and order 
was that, edueationa 


nas of competent teach ‘Ss. | sult 


and nurses subject to cai. jl mediately forged ahead 


imaginary line 
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fy a campaign 


ishment of private 


purposes of lem< n 








back. An 


Again Germany furnishes it. The little 


illustration 





duchy of Gotha, Just south of Prussia, 


is. During the Thirty Years’ War 


SseTves 
Gotha had suffered greatly. Near 


in 1640, Duke Ernest the Pious became its 


t} ’ , 
i@ CLOSE 


ruler. He had at heart the good of his peo 
ple. He believed that education could be 
a very important factor in their upbuild- 
ing and at once put into effect a progressive 
program. His people were greatly bettered 
and his duchy beeame a fine object lesson 
But Duke Ernest 


died. And his educational reforms, no 


for other German states. 


springing from the people themselves, fol 
lowed him not long after. 

A few years ago President Diaz, Mexico’s 
benevolent despot of nearly half a century, 
died. And his people, hever having been 
taught how to rule themselves or practised 
in the art, went to pieces. 

Democracy is slow but she is apt to be 
sure. Her action in edueational matters 
is often provokingly dilatory, but she holds 
what she gains and thus eontinues to pro 
gress. She does not take a step forward 
until she is sure of her ground, but then 


1 
+ 
il 


she stands firm. Her actions are the results 
of deliberate thought based on adequate 
data gathered from actual experiments and 
not to be shaken. Democracy would not 
give up universal education nor take one 


f compulsory 


step backward in the 
attendanee to secure it. She would not 
part with her elementary normal schools 


And when or 


for anything in the world. 
she sees her duty clear she will add to her 
school workers, in every community, the 
physician, the nurse and the playground 
director. She will do it and, quickly noting 
improvements, soon wonder why she had 
not done it long before. 

Since so much emphasis has been placed 
he conservative nature of democracy 


on 


and on its consequent slowness of action, a 
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word should be 





added as 


in emergency. Though 


entering the Great War, once ou 


il 
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we 


0 


clear we acted with a promptness, 


ity and an efficiency 


that 
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surpris 


friend and foe, giving heart to t] 


consternation to the other 


mocracy, we invested our 


; 


with a power and an authority b 


possessed by 


So let us 


ation 18 not 


fundamental principles are sou 


working along right 


Ing rood 


weaknesses, our failures, 


them such, 


re 


< 
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